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REMARKS 

Upon entry of the foregoing amendments, claims 1,3-8, 11-16, 18-21 and 23-29 will be pending 
in the present patent application. Claims 26 to 29 are withdrawn from consideration subject a Restriction 
Requirement. Claims 1, 3-8, 11-16, 18-21,23 and 25 are allowed. Claim 24 is rejected. In view of the 
foregoing amendments and the following remarks, reconsideration and withdrawal of the present basis for 
rejecting i e claims herein of this application are respectfully requested. 

i. Discussion of the Amendment 

Claim 1 is amended to more clariy point out that the variable Z 1 is optionally substituted phenyl 
and is additionally substituted by an amidino group. Support for such amendment is found throughout, the 
specification, such as at page 26, last paragraph to page 28, second paragraph. 

Claim 24 is amended to delete the terms "C(<))-CH20H" and "C( : 0)-C!i2SH" in the list of the 
acid bioiaotere. 

Applicants reserve the right to pursue the cancelled or deleted subject matter in a subsequent 
application. 

Applicants submit that this amendment does not add any new matter. 

II. Discussion of the Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 112, Second Paragraph 

Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as allegedly "being indefinite for 

a ii g o • at tic? ;rh xtint out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 

invention" (Action at page 2). Specifically, the Examiner alleges that: 

"a) Claim 24 recites the limitation 'hydroxy' in the nomenclature of the 8 th , 9* and 13 th 
pccie > i i&t - k insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim, 
b) Claim 24 recited the limitation 'C(==0)-CH20H, C(-0)-CH2SH' in the 5 th line from 
the bottom of the claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 

claim." 

See the Action, page 3. 

With the above amendment, Applicants respectfully traverse the instant rejection. 

Applicants submit that there is sufficient antecedent basis for the 8"\ 9 th and 13 ih species in claim 
24. The 8 th , 9 ,!> and 13*" species, exemplified as Examples 13, 17 and 16, respectively, have the fowSloing 
chemical structures. 
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c os xample 16 



The "hydf«\ v species correspond to a substituent group on variable 7; of formula I 

wherein Z ! is phenyl. Applicants submit that claim 1 has been amended to more clearly point out that the 
variable Z ! is optionally substituted phenyl and is additionally substituted by an amidino group, i.e., 7; 
could be further substituted by other substituents in additiona to the amidino group. The specification, at 
page 10, first paragraph, provides that "aryi", such as "phenyl", is optionally substituted with one or more 
"ring system substituents", and at page 21 , last paragraph, defines "ring system substituents" as various 
substituent groups including hydroxy. Furthermore, the specification, at page 28, second paragraph, 
specifically provides a preferred embodiment of the invention wherein Z 1 , being substituted by an 
amidino group, is also substituted by a hydroxy group at the para position to the amidino group. Thus, Z ! , 
as defined in claim 1, while being substituted by an amidino group, could be further substituted by a 
hydroxy group. Accordingly, there is sufficient antecedent basis for the limitation 'hydroxy' in the 
nomenclature of the 8 m , 9® and 13 th species in claim 1. 

Applicants also submit that claim 24 has been amended to delete the terms "C(-0)-CH20H" and 
"C( : ~0)-Ci-I2SH" in the list of the acid bioisotere to obviate the instant rejection. 
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In view of the forgoing amendment and remarks, Applicants respectfully request reconsideration 
and withdrawal of the instant rejections on claim 24, 

III. Election/Restriction 

The Examiner states that "[cjlaims 26-29 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CT'R 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a noneieeted invention, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim." (see the Action, page 3} 

Applicants would like to point out thai, contrary to the Examiner' 1 assertion thai "there being no 
; > a e generic or linking claim the Examiner has indicated in the Office Action Summary that 
claims I, 3-8, 1 1-16, 18-21, 23 and 25 are allowed. Claim 1 is a claim to product linking process of using 
claims 26-29. Thus, Applicants respectfully request claims 26-29 bens t i turned for 

patentability pursuant to the linking claim practice (See MPEP 809). 

IV. Conclusion 

If there are any issues thai can be resolved by a telephone conference or an Examiner's 
amendment, the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned attorney at (908) 231-3582. 



Respect ful ly su brattled, 



Dated: 



Jiang Lin, Registration N\5. 51,065 
Attorney for Applicants 




sanofi-aventis U.S. L LC 
Patent Department 
Route #202-206 / P.O. Box 6800 
Bridgewater, New c se> 08807-0800 
1'eiephone: 908-231-3582 
Telefax: 908-231-2626 
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